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AS the following LarTzz is intended, in fome meaſure, to be a 
kind of explanatory comment upon the * Addreſs” which gave 
riſe to it, it has been thought proper, for the greater conveni- 
ence of occaſional reference, to 2 b 
accordingly ſubjoined. 


Reverend Sir, 


Jour _ 
riſes within your own breaſt ſhould convert that 
| into reproach, which was only meant to challenge 


. 5 P i 
was therefore 


(6] 


ventured to offer. And though I mean to paſs by 
many afſumptions, which are ſufficiently contro- 
vertible, confining myſelf to ſuch only as it ſeems 
| neceſſary to controvert, yet theſe alone bear ſo 
large a proportion to the whole matter of your 
addreſs, that, for the ſake of method, I ſhall be- 


gin with your beginning, and follow you to your 


concluſion. 


No emotions of furpriſe, or of diſapprobation, 


are atfirſt excited, by reading at the head of your 
addreſs, theſe plain words, * To the Inhabicants 
of Birmingham.” Bur, as we proceed in the 


peruſal, we diſcover, with aſtoniſhment, the cloud 
of inconſiſtence and obſcurity in which thoſe few 


ſyllables have involved you. In the carclefſneſs 
of oral communication, it might have. been na- 
tural and excuſcable to have ſaid, that the Bir- 
perty. But how, Sir, could it eſcape you, that, 


entitles us to ſuppoſe, you muſt be expected to 
adopt more diſcriminate terms ? There is not, 


whom all that you have thought proper to fay, 


could naturally or conſiſtently be The 
wen of many cxprettions, ib 
them 


indeed, in the world, any one body of men, to 


127 
them as directed to that comparatively ſniall num- 
ber of perſons, by whoſe furious and miſtaken 
actually demoliſhed. Had thoſe acts of violence, 
indeed, been no more than the execution of a de- 
liberate plan, formed by a very great majority of 
your © late Townſmen and Neighbours,” though 
I ſhould ftill execrate and abhor their mode of 
proceeding, as turbulent and illegal, as brutal and 
ſavage, yet I ſhould take it, in that caſe, 2 
ſtrong proof that your · character am conduct 
never err. You know Sir, the old -maxim, Fax * 
Null, var Dei. If you grant, that (at the mornent * 
of writing thoſe ſentences) you had in contern- 
rages in queſtion, I-think you cannot, -on-reflec- 
tion, but agree with me, that all reaſoning and 
_ expoſtulation mult be miſplaced in that quarter: 
and that, in-offenders-of chat claſs, no compunc- 
tion is to be excited, unleſs by the executive | 
justice of their country. 

Bur by far the greater ſhare of your criminazogy - 
fulminations, is totally inapplicable to an igno- 
rant multitude. We-muſt then ſuppoſe it pointed 
at thigberter informed members of the eſtabliſhed 
church, or at ſuch of them as are inhabitants of 


A4 Birmingham, 


2 ] 
' | Birmidighim; to whom you, by a very harſh and 
unjuſt implication, attribute an acquieſcence, 


at leaſt, in ravages, which, I will not ſcruple to 
 affert, none of them 'beheld, few ever heard of, 
_ without grief and horror. If, Sir, you believed 
| this, I muſt aſcribe your belief to the prejudices 
of a mind habituared, from the conſciouſneſs of a 
_ confirmed and deeply-rooted averfion, to regard 
the orthodox members of that church as implaca- 
ble adverfaries.* If you have endeavoured to in- 
 -Gnvate ine Te Minds of others, an opinion of 
malice in thoſe men, which you did not yourſelf 
entertain, I leave you to ſettle that account be- 
tween God and your own conſcience. | 

From other paſſages in your addreſs, one might 
imagine, that the perſons whom you ſee in the 
mot inimical point of view, are the friends of the 
im conſtitution, as it now ſtands, unaltered, 
- and not yet (I thank Providence) reſolved into 
a democracy. For whilſt you affect to ſtand aloof 
from thoſe, whoſe exultation on account of the 
Revolution in France has been ſo publicly, I may 
add, ſo extravagantly expreſſed, you do not ſcru- 
to declare your approbation of their wiſhes for, 

I will nor fay, a fimilar, but for an equivalent 
change in the government of this country, You 
 folten it, indeed, into © ſuch an improygmene 
« of our own conſtituion, as all —— 


by chemlelves ; and then how far will this im- 
provement,” as it is called, appear to fall ſhort of 
a Revolution, or to mexit the good wiſhes of any 
« ſaber citizen?” Let me not be told, that this 
is not a E Iris 
. when intended for jon, are often caken by 
themſelves in a laxer, e ae 
caſion ſerves) than that which yras deligned to 
meet the eye of the A: and it is obvious 
enough, that the liſt of toaſts to be given at the 
late Angjo-gallic meeting at Birmingham, muſt 
| have been framed and worded, unger ſuch pecu- 
Liar circumſtances, with che molt attentive and 
deliberate caution. 

. — with the hererogencous groupes 
boch of friends and of adverſaries, which ſeem to 


| parts of your addreſs, your uſe of the-progouns 
* we” and © you” —B * 
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ſo chat, whom you accuſe, and what is the extent 
of your accuſation ; whom you would repreſent 
as -perſecuced, and what event of that perſecution 
you would teach us to look for with trembling 
_ expectation, is not always eaſy to be determined. 
With fingular felicity of confofion, you have 
the hole body of Preſbyrerians; theſe, again, 
with all® other Diſſenters, and the friends of liber- 
ty, with the friends of a faction. On the other 
ther, with all the clergy of the town ; the 
clergy, with their reſpective congregations; and 
d ſupporters of the eſtabliſhment, with a mob. 
This, furdly, is mixing /ecro profanic; und making 
common cauſe with à vengeance. Excuſe the 
vulgariſm; it is expreſſive, and the refinements of 

pullive pliraſeadigy wilt not” furniſh me with an 
— Wvvalenc. 

When yen en -of 'the ee ieren 
4 of your” cauſe, which would "ade 


| —— all Difenters, 2s ſuch, are not of courſe 
peed; much leſs repreſented, as ee to the preſent Govern- 


m. But when large: bodies of them; in every part of the king» 


dom, publicly meet, and declare their political ſentiments, we may 
furely take advantage of that information which they force upon 
ue; und venture to affert, that way of them are, at the beſt, very 
Juſdiciows friends to it. | 


fail 


Lu J 
fail to ſpring up, as it were, from the viperine 
teeth of its martyrs, ir appears doubrful whether 
you would direct our expeCtation to a crop of 
Unitarian ſaints, or of democratic herves. Per. 
haps of both united. Even in that caſe I cannot 
thearm of a Cadmus to diſcamfit them; like their 
mythologic archetypes, they would fall, ſelf-ſub- 
dued, by internal diſcord. 'But here, Sir, I, for 
ohe, enter my proteſt againſt your imaginary mar- 
tyrdom. Had you died by the fury of the popu- 
lace, I could not, on that ſcore, conſent to your 
enrollment amongſt the martyrs of either religious 
or civil liberty. You would only have Toft your 
life by promoting, with indiſcrete activity, inno- 3 
yatich nat derangement — | 
you gould provide prieſts and magiſtrates exempt 
Golf the crmmen ———— dbaddy 
too well conſtituted to admit of any folid or ef 
feftual amendment. I am perſuaded too, that 
the majority of the Diſſenters would have been 
far from regarding you as a martyr to their cauſe, 
or from regretting your loſs as a political man; 
in the purſuit of their long-ſought objects, they 
have guides enough to direct them, and dema- 
gogyes enough to head them; your forward und 


| might better be left to time, and endanger their 
cauſe, 


1 ] 
ETON. =. —-— 
for execution. = 
ere of 
— led into it by a very natural * 
8 endeavours to unravel - 
thought, amidfit my 1 * 
rey ans 4+ e which — 
e at on 
ne eee ig at. You 
hve rllt youre —— 
= ty; and, in my attempts 75 
Your fopl , I can only take « conjeftural 
5 eee 
| . e * 
| To aoy other writer * Ae * 
— — 
curacy of 
8 
— hong ANN 
| cannot hold out an indulgence 
, we 


might be expected of reaſon, 
| with an equal ſhew 
3 


ee e. 


of all, within the ſphere of your activity, as unſet- 
tled as you have profeſſed your own to be, are m 
adapted to promote the general peace and good 
| order of the community. Nor do they afford a 
better hope of ſecuring, to your diſciples, the in- 
ternal peace of their own minds. By imprudent- 
ly attempting to reverſe the polarity of their be- 
lief, you only weaken or confuſe it, and make 
them incapable of being uniformly attracted to- 
wards any center of faith. Your afliduous flat- 
tery of all ſeceders in general, particularly of that 
may have a very peaceable tendency, as far as re- 
ſpeſts them, but mult be | by us as raiſ- 
ing forces to ſtorm openly that ; which you 
have long laboured to undermine. 
Some, however, of your partizans, leſs cautious 
picion of their being peculiarly open to your influ- 
ende and direction, are ſaid to have fpoken out in 
and to have declared their wilhes, nay, their 
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ee 
and ecclefiaſtical government of this country. 
But, I truſt, whenever, whether at public meet- 
ings, or in private companics, they again attempt 
to ſound the diſpoſition of their reſpeRive neigh- 
bourhoods, they will find few ſuch enthuſiaſts in 
the rage of innovation, as to expect any advan- 
tages to the community from the introduction of 
2 Preſpytery into the one, or the abolition of 
Royalty in the other. 
As .to yourſelf, Sir, your order is pacific. 
When a man of your profeſſion repreſents his own 
conduct as remarkably inoffenſive, he prompts us 
ta conſider in what form and. manner it might be 
poſſible for him, without an open renunciation of 
all reſpect to decency, to manifeſt aYiſpolition to 
violence and contention. And here, our view is 
_ the appropriate ſtations on 'which the farces of a 
clerical warrior myſt be poſted, and from whence 
alone he can an his antagoniſts. Upon one or 
other of theſe ſtations, you, Sir, I think, are al- 
ways to be found armed ca- a: pie, and from hence 
you have kept up a warm and continual fire. You 
_ firſt made yourſelf enemies by wantonly diſcharg- 
ing random ſhots: it muſt be owned, however, 
chat you had always a battery ready to open againſt 
any one whom your excurfive ſallies might urge 
hens = 
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to attack you. Wilſther you have always loaded. 
fairly, and according to the laws of honourable 


ſhall not, at preſent, agitate; but before I drop 
my allufiqo, I cannot help obſerving, that you 
have often, reminded me of a garriſon, who, hav- 
ing expended all their ſhot, continued, in bravade, 
to fire powder. Surely, Sir, you will not Tiny 
common degree of pleaſure in proveting, and in 
rreated your opponents with an afſperity which, 
however common, is not the more becoming: 
and, in particular, that you have expreſſed your 
inveteracy againſt the clergy of Birmingham in as 
ſtriking a ganer, as if you had declared war 
them (and probably you meant to include” in the 

accuſation many other members of their church) 
I ſhall find another opportunity of meeting this 
charge. What I ſhall here advert to, is the fin- 


reformation in our 
thoſe perſons, 


ple, when 
of importance, | 
reaſon, and to be thought capable of being con- 
vinced. Nor were they more likely, in. the caſe 
before us, to be the dupes of ſophiſtry and mil- 


r 
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muſt have been preſent, with equal vigilance, with 
at leaſt equal abilities, and (permit me to add) 
equally unſhackled by any ſcruples of delicacy, 
to defend himſelf. 

I fubmit to your conſideration, whether you do 
not, on this occaſion, place too little confidence in 
the efficacy of thoſe arguments in behalf of your- 
ſo much pains to impreſs upon the minds of your 
« late townimen ;” and aſcribe too extenſive an 
effe& to the efforts of your opponents. Do you 
really think, Sir, that :beir reaſoning, wit, and 
eloquence has been ſo irrefiſtibly perſuaſive; your 
own, ſo weak and ineſfectual? Tes; for the pre- 
fent you feew to think fo. I muſt produce your 
bo, lance: oat np 4 
« injury done to us as a meritorious thing.” But 
_ this was not ſtrong enough to ſatisfy you. A little 
lower we find it thus improved: In * a, 
* x5, you have been led to think, you did God and 
« your country the moſt ſubſtantial ſervice.” Let 
me here point out to you the ambiguity of the 
word © Jed.” If, by © led to think,” yen mean 
betrayed by their own ignorance into that miſeppreben- 
ſoon of their duty, no objection lies againſt this ex- 
preſſion, excepting the probability, that they did 


ha The Italics here are your own, 
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vor think bo ; that they did not miſapprehend theis 
duty; that, in fact, they never thought at all about 
their duty. And, though you ſo kindly give them 
credit for motives of miſtaken piety ; for the belief 
beſt correſponds with your account of the means 
by which their ©* bigotry was excited” to fo high 
a pitch) yet I appeal to common ſenſe to decide, 
whether the few of them who could have any mo- 
tive beyond that of plunder, were not rather ac- 
tuated by a view of infliting a ſort of anticipated 
retaliation on a ſet of men, from whom they ap- 
prehended their friends to be in danger of fimilar 
infules. But if by the term leck you meanc 
(as I ſee, with regret, it is too probable that you 
did) purpoſely and fudionfy perfuaded to think fo, 
this is deplorably migjudging both of the eſſect, 
and the deſign, of all that their © teachers,” or 
their © ſuperiors” could ever addreſs-to them. It 
is not only aſcribing an incredible influerice to a 
few ordinary pariſh-church diſcourſes, and pam- 
phlets of a day; but it is alſo attributing to the 
Clergy, and other liberally educated members of 
our church, a degree of ſavage ferocity, which I 
ſhould be ſorry and aſhamed to have laid to the 
F 
chriſtian world. 


B2 To 


t 1 


ene 
** ſuperiors” of the people have made a © frequent 
practice of drinking * confuſion and damna- 
tion to you, no adequate anſwer can be made, 
in terms which one gentleman would chuſe to 
direct to another. At the moment of writing this 
Im ſo far unable to ſpeak from authentic infor- 
mation, that I have not thought it worth while to 
make the moſt curſory enquiry, whether ſome 
| bot-beaded individual, ſome drankes party at a late 
| hour of night, might not Div, in a fingle infaxce, 
haye been guilty of that blaſphemy and indecency, 
Fact, or not fat, it is of lietle moment to either 
cauſe. Such things mey happen, in all ſocieties, 
amongſt every denomination of men; but I hope 
and believe, that they rarcly do happen in any. 
To prove a negative is always difficult; in ſuch 
Caſes, impoſſible. But, that this has been a fre- 
guent prafice, that it has even occurred at all in 
any company of men in their ſenſes, is utterly in- 
credible. however, that this, in one, f 
two, or three inftances, and in companies com- 
poſed of ſeveral perſons, had aQually happened, is 
In fair, from fuch icregularicies, to infer the ſpirit 
of a numerous party, or even the ſerious ſenti- 
ments of a Gingle foul ? Such charges can only be 
intendeg to ſhake off the ſupineneſs, and to rouze 
the indignation of ſuch of your brethren, as ſhew 


1 them- 
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As a firanger at Birmingham, as got having 
been there ar that diſtreſſing crifis, I will not in- 
terſere with notions of the extent to which the rage 
of a lawleſs mob might have been carried. Tet l 
would contribute my Jittle to relieve you 
from thoſe Gilagreeable imprefiions, which a vio- 
lent emotion of terror is apt fo leave upon the 
mand ; panicularly in choſe who imagine their 
Nes. to have been x ſnatched out of 
the very jaws of deftruftion. I ſhould be happy 
to confirm the faixe hope which you intimate, that 
murder was not in the thoughts of thoſe people. 
I have not any where heard that any of them ut- 
tered” threats to that purpoſe; though, in other 
matters, they were all ready enough to declare 
their intentions. | Seldom, indeed, do we hear of 
ay multitude, even of Engliſtmen, collected for the 
avowed purpoſe of revenge, ſo cautious of injury 
to the perſons of their ſuppoſed enemies. If, as 
I have been told, they burnt a ſcare-crow effigy, 
intended to repreſent yon, I believe that was 
rather meant to fignify diſreſpect, than a brutal 
thirſt for your life—a life, which I hope will 
be ſpared to you; not only for the adyancement 
ſcience, but that you may at length ſee how un- 
fortunately your endeavours have been direteq 
e 
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ſometime how far ir is pelle 
be ſenſible * 
. 5 p will perceive where- | 
_ 3 interfered with 
a your tos of fe may here nar 
3 of your country ; and _ 
— by ths 
333 talents, in the ample $7454 
ligion „ — 
2 and * in the more * 
| K ental philoſoph A A 
that time arrives, puts s 
__ lies, of the —_ 
x rhe} 2 You will then gladly 
— vetoed 0 ein 
in undoing what 2 =: 
„ country, and to the N 
bigs phe an 4 
mity which OY 
take away. * 
s — 
2 a 
— I perſectly agree = 
hee: or Sag, rb | 
which Jed chew to 2 
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their condu@ in a true KN. | 
hepethat you will, in due time, publicly acknow- 
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have miſled you to attribute that unchriſtian diſ- 
poſition, of which you profeſs fo juſt an abhor- 
q 
panticulacly of the latter, the loſs muſt be univer- 
{ally confidered in. fo ſerious a light, that-thou- 
fands, no doubt, will join in the wiſh that it could 
have been their enviable lot to reſcue them from 
ſeripta, à fartieri: but, in them, a diſtinction imuſt 
4raQs, and ſuch as might be the reſult of your 
_ ſrientific purſuits. In the latter, if you ſhould 
never be able to reimbody their contents, it is 
not only yourſelf, and the friends. of ſcience in 
this country, but the whole learned world, that has 
{offered a heavy and irreparable loſs. As to the 
farmer, you will not wonder that (thinking as I do 
of the effets of thoſe which have already ſeen the 
light) inſtead of lamenting their confignment- to 
darkneſs and oblivion, I ſnould rather look upon 


- 


[al 


ie ns. favorirable everit © the rea of man- 
I ” not undertake to e l 
the infamous hani lil vn fabricated y 


been the effett of ir, had it tied the . 


mote-from cach other, ſeems 68 have 

or to have hoped at leaſt, that the aſſertions which it 
contained, were no more than opinions which the 
majority of the people ſetretly held, burwere, hither- 


to, afraid to wow. The objeft was, apparently, 


by means of the diſcuſſions which the paper would 


introduce, ee make them acquainted with eath = 


others ſentiments, and to give them courage from 


enforce their opinions by violence, want only = 


wo aft. A day warthere fined, and had 

| the ma- 
zoricy been indeed þ digs, I fear leaders exvagh 
would toocafily have been found. 


10 is impoſlible not to fuſpe8tthat, > 


wench day of July, aker the diſiminativn of that 


leader to head them, and a day fixed on which 
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it had made, the {public peace could not have 
been maintained. ' In vain, Sir, might you, and 
cheſs who liften to your diftates, have recom- 
miended to the furious revolutioniſts, not to ſeem 
to A the attainment of power by axy means ; 
far: Jeſs to alem their loyal fellow-ſubjefts by 
appeanances of fivce. The mounds of tranquillity 
mii have been broken ; the queſtion was, which 
way the togrent would flow. That day was in- 
deed dreadfully diflinguiſhed. - It will ever be re- 
membered in the town of Birmingham, as a day 

that gave = begining wo devaltations, which cve- 
ry good and honck man, of whatever party, re- 
collefts with grief and horror. Bur the miſchief, 
on. this fide, was partial ; on the other fide, it 
might have been general. Do you ſuppoſe, Sir, 
that an entire change in the civil and ecclefiaſtical 
government of this country, the transfer of alle» 
giance from the ſovereign to the people, the re- 
dae of royalty to a cypher, and of the nobi- 
lity to private citizens ; the ſeizure of the reve- 
nes of the clergy, and perhaps too, the abolition 
— of epiſcopacy—do you ſuppole, I fay, that all this 
could have been effefted, or even attempted, in 
this country, without giving riſe to the moſt uni- 
out to an Engliſhman the dreadful conſequences 1 
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of an equality of forces in civil. confli. An 
well-known Revolution (product at the beſt, - 
as yer, of no very enviable effefts) has indeed, 
hitherto, been carried, on ,withour: phinging [the 
nation, in which it took place, ine the. mileries. + 
of an actual ſtate of war. Is not this fd ac< 


counted ſor? Thet nation, confefledly labouring 
under every ſpecies of oppreſſion, 'was unanimous ' 


in an exertion to relieve - ilelf. Are the caſe 
would be far otherwiſe. If there @v abuſes in 


miniſter that fuel to the flame of diſcontent, or 


. kindle that general ſpirit of enthullaſtic refiſtance, 


plete a revolution without a conteſt ! We have no 
tyranny to .overthrow, no Baſtile to pull down, 
no Lues de Cachet to ſuppreſs; the revenues of 


our clergy, though not very equally divided, are, 


on the average, not more than ſufficient for their 


decent ſupport; our commonaley is, if not equaliy, 
tolerably repreſented ; and the privileges of our | 
children of « larger grow,” the davble ef peer 
2 bendly — ns the hands of the 


ſovereign. 15 
Ta ſee, Sir, how, widely 1 differ been peur 


opinion, that the miſchicf which bas been dene, 


| © infioiely more” than. what the hand-billoþ 
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locked to could have occaſioned. I hear it is in- 
tended to be faid, or rather, it is already whiſper- 
A about, chat this hand-bill was con:rived and 
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an effeftual and ſatiaſaſtory reply. Little poſitive 
afſeveration can be hazarded upon this fubje@, 


by one who has not had the leaſt opportunity of 
hearing either the profeſſional diſcourſes of thoſe 
gentlemen, or their private converſations; and 
who, of courſe, has no dependence but upoa the 
recollectĩon and accuracy of others. 

Iaftead of making alettions upon fack grounds, 
I ſhall rather ſubmit to you the following queſti- 
ons :—ls it not the duty of every paſtor to check, 
as far as he can, the progreſs of opinions which 
he holds to be pernicious, and to guard his flock 
from the contagion of dangerous principles ? 
bers of our Church to take alarm at your pro- 
ceedings, than a bare repetition, in many in- 
ſtances, of your own words ? Are not fame of 
your doftrines ſuch, as mult appear to almot eve, 

ry. ſet of chriſtians, nothing ſhort of blaſphemy ? 
If thoſe doctrines have ſometimes ie forth 
from your pulpit, or in your publications, cloath- 
ed, too, in ſuch language as reſleſted on them an 
additional tint of Indecency, is he blameable— 
is he not prai „ who holds them up to 
general obſervation ? Is the general character of 
Mr. Mapan, or of any © others” of the clergy 
in Birmingham, from whom you have met 4th 
COD IR > CE ESEES 
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if they had occaſion to controvert your poſitions, 
br to cenſure your conduct, they would conde- 
nor ſupport them, or have recourſe to © groſs 
and unprovoked calumnics ?“ Finally, are thoſe 
terms applicable to any of their expreſſions to 
which you can refer ? If you can anſwer theſe 
with fuch proofs as will juſtify your 
| I hall leave the further defence of Mr. 
Maban, and his affociates, to better-informed 
heads, and abler hands—co then: ſel ves. 

- 1 mold have left the Diſſenters (or whatever 
b-day err 
word © we”) in full poſſefſion of the character 
8 of being well inſtructed in 
che mild and v ſpirit of chriſtianity, if you 
dad not appeared to infticute an invidious compa- 
Mon, in this reſpet, between them and the 
Chorch of England. Truſt me, Dr. PzizsTLEY, 
there is not, there is not indeed, that kind of 
difference, either in doctrine or principle, between 
the members of the Eſtabliſhed Church and thoſe 
who diſſent from it, which muſt of neceſlicy dif- 
poſe the one party to violence and 
the other to mildneſs and 


The 
cauſes of a peaceable, or turbulent, of an imperi- 


or ſubmiſſive conduct, in any ſe& or deno- 
mination of men, are generally to be ſought ” 


| more authentic ſource, that if the H (I 


11 1 2 
in ſources very different from. the tenets of .cheir 
reſpective creeds. Such is the fraiky of human 
nature, that when one party of men wants. an_ad- 
vantage, however trifling, which anocher. ile, 
conſcious weakneſs in the deprived party, will, 
generally ſpeaking, prevent arecourle to violence; 
I believe Sir, as muck as I believe any thing, 
which is neither a ſubject of mathematical demon- 
ſtration, nor derives its certainty from a fill 


dere take that term in your own limited fenſe of 
it) if the Diſſenters knew their own aumbers and 
influence to be ſuch, as would. ene foccelſs to 
ſelves of their ſlrength, to overram, Jy whatever 
means, nn 
in her el. 

I do not fear to be accuſed, on account of what 
I have here ſaid, of any particular prejudice 
againſt the Diflencers. They would hold it to be 
their duty to aft thus. Convinced that the - 
je was right,” cher too might think thar © the 
means could not be wrong.” © In defirogiag” 
che preſent Eftabliſhmenc, they might think char 
< they did God and their country the met ſub- 
ſtantial ſervice.” I would here venture to alk, 
What indulgence would then , 
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Cured? To what parpges the Tyrurs would mef 
grehably be appropriated? What advantages the Qua- 
hers, and fame other Seffaries, but more particularly 
the Ronan Carnos 10s, might look for in the change ? 
But, that I could not well enpect to be entruſted 
with a ſolution of my queries ; and moreover, 
cavld 1 again adopt the interrogatory form, I 
may perhaps be told, that queſtions are no argu- 
err no man can 
err. 

There are, doubtleſs, many ſerious perſons of 
preſent ſhare of liberty and privilege, or, at leaſt, 
convinced that their preſent reſtrictions are not 
ſoch as to juſtify any acts of violence, or factious 
combination, for the purpoſe of removing them. 
In Birmingham, particularly, I believe that there are 
7 
that moderate and liberal turn. Obſerve, Sir, I 
do wet mean by the word © eminent,” i as 
headers of party, for that is quite a different af- 
fair. Offome ſuch men 1 have had, for many 
years, a perſonal knowledge ; and I am happy 
Lag $64 that there are few perſons in the 
warld of whoſe private charafter I think more 
highly, or whoſe intereſts 1 would more readily 
ferve. As far; indeed, as I have been informed, 


the general charaſter of the — 


it deſtroyed before the Se bern and d 
nation had given time to the magiſtrares or inha.- | 
birants to take efſeftual meaſures for 
it, have no more reaſon than any other Diſks. 
ter, to ſuſpeſt a voluntary deficiency on their pant. 
Oa the contrary,. I am told: chat, from fome of 
2 — „ - 


very 


1 22 1 
very fubſlantial ſervices. I ſhall-noe 


 heſicace, 
therefore, to profeſs my opinion, dat rhoſe Dif- 
ſenters who choſe rather to thank their townſmen 
world to draw a live of honourable diſtinftion be- 
weeen themfclves and Dr. Priefiley. Perſecution 
for religious opinions is, as you juſtly repreſented 
it, 6s impelitic as it is deteftable. Bur, if the 
members of our Church, reſiding in Birmingham, 


nion, they are far from ſtanding in need 
On the ether hand ( valorrungtely have you | 
thrown away your remark) the mob, who did per- | 
ſecure you, will ace apply, nor even underſtand 
iz, A mob is « meniter of many heads, indeed, 
. Len us for, 


That 
5 faculty 


(3). 
faculty feliciently informs them, that, if they 4 


compel 


C2 de 


— 


# 
. 
- 
* 


| You aſect to conßder the violence employed by 


moſt ample toleration, appears to me 


* 


«it. Your 


e and brutal” (which might have been deſcriptive 


 6f any controverſy which you can here allude to; 
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the peiformince of it. You offer on your ate of 
hind, but we would rather keep your bond. — 


an irregular populace, as a proof that the friends 
of the church have no better argument to produce. | 


And what connexion, pray, would you infinuate, 


between the caſual fury of a mob, and the ftate 


whether concerning points of policy, or articles of 
faith? Eonlider, Sir, even cowardice is not cruel, 


when its fears are huſhed. The church of Eng- 
land has, at preſent, no 
| by violence. Sheisin 


nerd to maintain her cauſe 


juſt and proper, 


that 1 cannot conceive how you have fallen into 
application of the epithers © cowardly 


enough, 


[ol 


/ 


gt i * 


;ncendiaries is in- 


church 
keep, I take ic to conſiſt imply in-cheir-wanting 


power to act an offenſive part. 1 
Here, Sir, I cloſe my remaks upon your cele- = 
brated addreſs to the inhabitants of Birmingham. 
Although it is not of the leaſt moment to you, or to 
any one, to know who Jaw, yetit may be of fomecon- 
ſequence chat it ſhould be known who / aw net. I 
it needleſs to fay that I am a member of 
' the church of England ; but it may be proper to 
mention, that I am not an inhabicant of Birming- 
ham, or of its vicinity. I am not privately c- 
nected with any of thoſe *perſons,: to whom you | 


” Tas 
_ upon your manifeſto, I have heard that the pub- 
lie papers teem with replies to you, ſome of them, 
I fear, in no very decent language ; buc 1 am 
_ equally ultacduaineed with the authors, or their 
produttions. You will; not ſeſpect that I have 


employed ay cime in ran. fince the appearance 
of your addreſs. As to the motives which have 


_myielt in the fame negacdve manner in which 1 
heve guarded againſt the «ignmenct of my per- 
ferme w any hand guilty of the charge. IA. 
| fire you the, Sir, thar I am not paid, prompted, 
ner infiruſted to write; nor have I been ſupplied 
been previouſly communicated to any maa living. 
Tam unknown to you, and to your friends. 1 
neither have reaſon to expeRt any injury from your 
party, nor any favour from thoſe whom you con- 
fider as your adverſaries. And, 1 tuft, lam as 
fax above the fuſpicion of infincerity, as 1 am be- 
neath the hope of diſtiaRtion in a perſonal com- 
peut with Dr. Prieftley. 

Theſe declaratioas, Sir, I have thought proper 
RE 
and in order to prevent, as far as it lies 
in my power, the poſſibility, that the ſuſpecion of 
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having produced theſe refle&ions (if unfortunately 
hey lt be rhonghe Achieving of confine) ith 
> 1 a temporary diſcredit to ſome reſpectahle 

name. I have now only to add, that I am, 


| A ine a . 
And, in the moſt extenſive ſeals 


A Friend to Toleration. 
MRMINGHAM, Jour 30, 2791. — | 


Dr. Prieftley's Letter, ende 3. 
TO THE ws Bo af! 


INHABITANTS or BIRMINGHAM. 


Ay , and Neighteurs, A 


\ 


ment. in Church and State, you have been bed to 
confider any injury done to us as a meritorious things 
thought the means could not be wrong. By the dit 
courſes of your teachers, and the exclamations of your 
ſuperiors in general, drinking confuſion and damnation 
to us (which is well known to have been their frequent 
practice) your bigotry has been excited to the higheſt 
pitch, and nothing baving been ſaid to you to moderate 
your paſſions, but every thing to inflame them ; hence, 
without any conſderation on your part, or on theirs, 
who ought to have —_— taught you better 

| you 


that ; though, by your clamorous demanding of me at 
the Hotel, it is probable that, at that time, ſome of you 
of life, when every thing is done to make it wretched. 

'of my good, 0 the diſpoſition of thoſe who have milled 


Pon. 
© You have deſtroyed the moſt truly valuable and uſe- 


compoſe $ ant 
| tid, or imagined 
a, . 1 


z 


you any harm. = 


1 know 


1121 


1 know nothing more of the h, which. is aid 
to have enraged you ſo much, than any of yourſelves, 
and I diſapprove of it as much ; though it has been 
chief than any thing of that nature could poly have 
done. In the celebration of the French Revolution, at 


have nothing better to produce. Should you deſtroy = 
myſelf, as wellas my houſe, library, and apparatus, ten 
more perſons, of equal or ſuperior ſpirit and ability, 
would inſtantly riſe up. If thaſe ten were deſtroyed, 
9 - 


4 1 


— which you now think you are fup- - 
has received & fpenter blow by-this conduct of 
than I ind all my friends have ever aimed at it. 


— abuſe lake who have no pover of making 
brutal, peculiarly un- 
* 


refitance, f T — 
of to 
2 25 we would be done by. In 
this buſineſs we ine che ſheep, and you the wolves. We 
will preſerve our charafter, and hope you will change 
r 
and thit you may foon return to 
r inhabitants of 
Birminghain vere formerly diltinguiibed: . 


1 am your ſincere well-viſher, £ 
er J. PRIESTLEY. 
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As an idea bas pretty univerſally prevailed, that the Clergy of the Church of Englant 
have been buſy in fomenting that ſpirit which bas broken out into ſuch illegal violences 
againſt Da. PritesTLEY, and bis Diſſenting Friends, weare bappy to find it compleatly 
obviated by the following Addreſs, which breathes a ſpirit of liberality and good ſenſe that 
is truly edifying. We rejoice that the Clergy beve takes ſo proper « flep ; and bee 

that, however appearances may have favoured the idea of their having exalted in the 


late events, they will now be entirely exculpated by the candour of @ diſcerning pub- 
lic. 


ADDRESS not ver figned, from the Buunors and CLexcy of 


the CHURCH of ENGLAND to the Rev. Dx. PrizsTLEY. 
—— mats ring bene «pk 
the ſtrongeſt preſumptive marks of having been fomented by a particular | 
ody of men, Oddo ryan yay 
— Lane 
La 1 


Nane — . {6 Jain — g 
property, endangering the lives of individual, and diſgrecing our \country in "i 
the eyes of all Europe. We have to lament that there M exiſts fo much of the 

ſpirit of bigotry ; and that our pious labours have failed of enlightening the people in 
ſo material a point. With regard to yourſelf, Sir, WE Tlingt be infealible to the 
enmity you bear againſt our hierarchy, and we ſhall be glad to fee you ſilenced by 
| your anſwerera, but we would not have you burnt by the mob. We owe you noaf- 
| feRion, but we conceive we have no right to do you injury. We enjoy too much 
| ourfclves from the favour and protection of the law, to wiſh to throw down its 
fences; and we are ſenſible, that when our own houſes are of glaſs, it would be bad 
| policy in us to begin breaking of windows. We beg you to believe, that, as moſt 
of us have ſtudicd at the Univerſity, we are able to underſtand a figure of ſpeech, 
| and can diſtinguiſh between real and metaphorical gun-powder ; that we do not 
| think hard words properly anſwered by throwing flones, or arguments confuced by 
| We are of opinion that a penis a lawful, and a bhadgean an unlawful weapon ; and 
that, as pamphlets, however ſevere, break no bones, they are unfairly retallaced by 


* % 
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a ſhower of brick-bats. We cannce help fulpefing there is an abſurdity in = man's 
ſhewing his zeal for the conſtitution by breaking the king's peace, nor can we think 
that any project of amending the laws is quite ſo dangerous as the open violation of 
them. | 


Moreover, we conſider ourſelves, as connected with you by the collateral ſtudies 

_ of our profeſſion; and tho* we cannot join with you as a Theologian, we reſpect you 
as a Philoſopher. We fincerely lament the loſs the learned world has fuſtained by 
the deſtruction of your labours, and the inſtruments of your future labours, and we 
feel ſhame and indignation at the thought that, while other nations are improving 
in ſcience and liberality, this Country will be branded with the reproach of fana- 
ticim worthy only of barbarous ages and nations. As Churchmen we cannot but 
_ dillike you; but as men we ſympathize with you; as ſcholars we venerate you; as 
. Chriſtians we admire the meekneſs with which you have expreſſed yourſelf on fo 
trying an occaſion ; and as Engliſhmen we regret, that after having done honour 
to you, we ſhould be called upon to forgive your Country. 


We are ſenſible, that nothing can bring ſo great an odium upon your opponents as 
- the late proceedings; and we do not love you well enough to-wiſh you the crown of | 

- martyrdom. With regard to our own intereſts, we can deſire nothing better than . 
to keep things quiet; and are ſenſible, that the agitation of the public mind, would 


r 


Signed, &c. 
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